
For more information

tel 020 7747 4838
visit www.alg.gov.uk/smokingkills/

Links to other websites

GLA
www.london.gov.uk

ALG
www.alg.gov.uk

Defra
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/airquality

DfT
www.roads.dft.gov.uk

Local Air Quality Management
www.airquality.co.uk/archive

The Association of London Government (ALG)
invited all London’s boroughs to work together
to tackle high vehicle emissions.

As a result of this, the boroughs successfully
submitted a joint proposal to the Department of
Transport, requesting funding for a London-wide
vehicle emissions testing programme

24,000 people in the UK die
prematurely every year due to

breathing in polluted air.
1 in 5 of vehicles in London would

fail an emissions test.
Would yours? We start testing 

from July. 

Other formats and languages
For a large print, Braille, disc, sign language
video or audio-tape version of this
document, please contact us at:

Public Liaison Unit
Greater London Authority, The Queen’s
Walk, City Hall, London SE1 2AA
Telephone 020 7983 4100
Minicom 020 7983 4458
www.london.gov.uk

You will need to supply your name, your
postal address and state the format and
title of the publication you require. If you
would like a copy of this leaflet in your
language, please phone the number or
contact us at the address above.

Chinese Hindi

Vietnamese Bengali

Greek Urdu

Turkish Arabic

Punjabi Gujarati
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Vehicle emissions testing in London 

In London 1,600 people die prematurely every
year due to breathing polluted air. Emissions
from vehicle exhausts are a significant cause of
this pollution.

Most of London’s boroughs are now working
together to improve London’s air by enforcing
new legislation that allows local authorities to
stop vehicles and test their emissions at the
roadside and then fine the drivers of vehicles
that fail to meet legal standards. 

Who will be tested?
Any vehicle driving within the 28 boroughs
participating in the scheme could be tested.
Most vehicles will pass this test. It is expected
that only a minority of older or badly maintained
vehicles will fail. 

What will testing involve?
A uniformed police officer will stop vehicles at
the roadside and a qualified vehicle tester will
test their emissions levels. The test checks the
levels of certain pollutants found in exhaust
gases, including carbon monoxide, carbon
dioxide and hydrocarbons. The test only takes a
couple of minutes.

What happens if my vehicle fails?
If your vehicle is tested and fails to meet the
standards required, then you may be issued with
a fixed penalty notice, which would require you
to pay a £60 fine. This fine can be reduced to
£30 if the vehicle is corrected within 14 days. 

What’s wrong with London’s air? 

London’s poor air quality can affect the health of
people who live, work and visit the city. Pollution
has been linked to health problems such as: 

● respiratory diseases
● cardio-vascular problems
● bronchitis
● asthma

Air pollution also contributes to environmental
problems, including climate change, and can
damage plants, trees, and buildings.

Who is affected by London’s 
poor air quality? 
People who drive a lot in London such as taxi
drivers, couriers and lorry drivers tend to breathe
the highest quantities of air pollution. Very
young children and the elderly are known to be
the most vulnerable.

How is air pollution being tackled?
The Mayor has published a strategy for
improving air quality in London, based on
national targets set by the government. If a local
authority is unlikely to meet these targets, then
it can declare an ‘air quality management area’. 

In London, most boroughs have declared an ‘air
quality management area’, because they will not
meet national targets for air quality. This means
that they now have the power to test vehicles
by the roadside and issue fixed penalty notices
if necessary.

Would my vehicle fail the test? 

All vehicles emit some level of pollution, but
older and poorly maintained vehicles are
generally the worst. If your car’s engine is not
running efficiently it may be emitting more
pollution than it should. But vehicles that are in
good working order should pass the test.

What can I do about it?
You should have your vehicle regularly serviced
(at least twice a year) by a professional – a well
‘tuned’ engine emits less pollution than a
‘poorly-tuned’ one. An emissions check is
included as part of an MOT. If your vehicle has
recently passed its MOT it should also pass the
emissions test.

What else can I do to reduce pollution?
By making a few small changes to the way you
drive, you could have a real impact on the
environment. For example:
● avoid idling – that is, keeping your engine

running when you are stationary, or waiting
by the roadside

● keep to the speed limit – this uses less fuel,
as well as being less polluting

● drive smoothly – aggressive driving, with
rapid acceleration and sharp braking, is more
polluting and uses more fuel per kilometre 

● use low sulphur fuels or convert your engine
to run on gas (called LPG)

● fit a particulate trap to your diesel vehicle
● buy ultra low sulphur petrol or diesel.
All of the suggestions above, will help to save
you fuel and money.
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